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Bharathiraja, ace film director, passes away in Chennai at 

84 

                                        84               
     

Renowned Tamil film director Bharathiraja, who had been ailing for a 
while, passed away in Chennai on Wednesday. He was 84. 

                                ,                              ,    
                                   84            

 A towering personality in the film industry, fondly called Iyakkunar 
Imayam (pinnacle among directors), Bharathiraja won six National Film 
Awards, four Filmfare Awards (South), six Tamil Nadu State Film 
Awards, and a Nandi Award. 

              ए           ,                              (           
    )            ,                                    ,              

        (    ),                                                        

  ए  
 In a characteristic move, he rechristened many actors with names 

beginning with ―R‖, gifting the industry with Radikaa, Revathi, Radha, 
Ranjitha, and Rekha. 

                                               ―R‖                ए, 

                          ,      ,     ,        औ                       ए  
 Bharathiraja shared a close association with composer Ilaiyaraaja 

and his brother Gangai Amaran even before they had made their mark in 

the film world. 

                                                                    

        ,                                                      

Bristol, York, and UNSW get nod for campuses in India 

     ,      औ                                              
       

The Education Ministry issued three Letters of Approval (LoAs) to 
three Foreign Higher Education Institutions — University of Bristol, the 
University of York and the University of New South Wales (UNSW) on 
Tuesday. 

                                                      —            ऑ  

     ,            ऑ       औ             ऑ                (UNSW)        

           (LoAs)           

 The LoAs were handed over by Secretary, Department of Higher 
Education and Chairman, University Grants Commission, Dr. Vineet 
Joshi, in the presence of Union Education Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan. 

इ              (LoAs)                           ए                      

     (UGC)           .                                               
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 Mr. Pradhan said that the setting up of campuses in India marked another important step in 

advancing the internationalisation of education vision of NEP 2020. 

                          
                        

          (NEP) 2020    
                         
                         
        ए  औ           
        

 He said that these 
institutions will further 
strengthen quality 
education, global 
learning partnerships 
and research 
collaboration in India. 

                        

                       , 
                       
                      
औ                   

World Cup‘s mascot 
axolotl nowhere in 
Mexico City 

                  

                 
                        
      

 One of the first 
things visitors arriving 
in Mexico City for the 
FIFA football World Cup 
are likely to see is the 
wide grin of an axolotl 
— with the salamander 
unique to this part of 
the world splashed in 
bright purple on murals 
and subway cars or 
depicted in sculptures 
dribbling a soccer ball. 

                       
  ए                       
                         

           ए                
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          ,                               —    इ                                             

  ,                                   औ                                                         
                              

 Named after the Nahuatl word for “water monster”, the axolotl (pronounced ah-sho-LO-tul) 
has become the unofficial mascot as the city gears up to host five World Cup matches. 

―           ‖      ए                                                  (      :   -  -  -
   )                                                                                       

 But despite the undoubted cuteness of the almost otherworldly axolotl, the use of its image 
has drawn backlash from many Mexico City residents, who say the peppy portrayal of the 
critically endangered animal is being used to distract from both the infrastructure problems 

of the capital and its lack of conservation efforts. 

                                 इ                                                  
                                              ,               इ                        
                                                         औ                        
                ए                 

A disappearing habitat 

               

 For centuries, Ambystoma mexicanum, an amphibian that remains living in water through 
its life cycle, thrived between chinampas — farms built on human-made floating islands that 
once sustained the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan, where modern-day Mexico City lies. 

         Ambystoma mexicanum, ए                                                  , 
                    -          —        -                                     ,             
                                          ,                                  

 UNAM, Mexico‟s top university, identified around 36 axolotls per sq. km in Xochimilco in 2014 

— a steep drop from the 6,000 per sq. km in 1998. 

                                    (UNAM)        2014                                  
     36                ए,      1998             6,000                      

 The latest census began in 2024, and, two years later, researchers have yet to find a single 
axolotl. 

                2024               , औ                        ए                       
           ए     

 Even as their habitat disappears, axolotls are widely bred 
in captivity. 

                                       ,                        
                                              

 Scientists believe their unique skin mucus and ability to 
regrow limbs and even parts of their brain offer promising leads in 
cancer research. 

                                                         औ       
                                                          

                            ए                 

Netanyahu will run in the next Israel election, says 
Likud party 

                 ,                               
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Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will seek re-election in Israel‘s upcoming national vote, 
his Likud party announced on Wednesday, after U.S. President Donald Trump publicly 
questioned whether the 76-year-old would run. 

                                                                                                       
                                                                                                  

    76                            

Sport during a war 

                  

 With 48 teams and 104 matches, it is the biggest ever. 

48      औ  104                                             
 With roughly one in four FIFA member nations qualifying, 

and six of the seven continents represented, it is the most inclusive 
yet. 

                                    ए                              
                                                                 
            

 It is also the first time that three countries will be hosting the 
quadrennial extravaganza — the United States, Canada and Mexico. 

                          —                    ,       औ          
— इ                                          

 While Messi will aim for a repeat of Argentina‟s trophy-
winning exploits from 2022, Ronaldo will gun for Portugal‟s first. 

              2022                   -                                 

     ,                                                                
 Neymar, yet to win the coveted Cup, has a very heavy cross 

to bear, for he comes from the land of Pele and five-time champion 
Brazil. 

                                                            ,       

        औ                                              
 Kylian Mbappe‟s France, titlist in 2018 and runner-up in 

2022, remains strong. 

                          ,    2018           औ  2022             
      ,                         

 Spain, with the irresistible teenager Lamine Yamal in its 
ranks, is a favourite, and so are Germany and England to a lesser 
degree. 

                                                                

                        ,            औ                            

            
 The World Cup also serves a purpose beyond the turf — of 

shrinking differences, uniting populations and promoting cross-
cultural exchanges. 

                                       ; इ                       
       ,         ए          औ      -              -        
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 On Monday, it emerged that the U.S. had denied entry to Somalian referee Omar Artan, 

the best men‘s referee from Africa in 2025 and one of the 52 handpicked by governing 

body FIFA. 

                                                                                           
       ,           2025                                            औ                         ए 

52                               
 There are credible reports of journalists being refused visas and squad members being 

questioned by immigration authorities. 

                                                                                            

                              
 

GS Paper 1: Geography 11 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11J6 Amnesty accuses Israel of ‗ethnic cleansing‘ of West Bank Bedouins 

                                                   ‗           ‘               
 

 
Amnesty accuses Israel of 
‗ethnic cleansing‘ of West Bank 

Bedouins 

                                 
                  ‗           ‘    
           

 “Israeli authorities are 

accelerating annexation through a state-
driven campaign of ethnic cleansing 
targeting Palestinian Bedouin and 
herding communities‖ of the West 
Bank, said the report released on 

Wednesday. 

                                       

“                                      
       औ                            

          -                                                                             ” 

Palestinian Bedouins 

 The Bedouins are traditionally nomadic or semi-nomadic Arab pastoral 

communities whose way of life is closely linked to livestock rearing, especially 

sheep, goats, and camels. 

 The term "Bedouin" comes from the Arabic word "Badawi", meaning desert 

dweller. 

 Palestinian Bedouin communities mainly live in the Jordan Valley, the eastern 

slopes of the West Bank, and areas around Jerusalem. 
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 Many of these communities trace their origins to tribes that historically moved across 

the deserts of the Arabian Peninsula, Sinai, and the Levant. 

 

GS Paper II: Polity 11 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11J6 Panel recommends targeted splitting of seats for next delimitation exercise 

                                                                    
11J6 SC invokes Article 142 to quash POCSO conviction 

POCSO                                                      142              
 

 
 

 

Panel recommends targeted splitting of seats for next delimitation exercise 

                                                                    

The model proposed by EAC-PM allows a 50% rise for all large States; dataset was based on 
elections to Lok Sabha from 2009 to 2024; it results in increasing the size of Lok Sabha to 824 
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seats and is broadly in line with what the Centre had suggested when it brought the 
delimitation-related Bills in April. 

EAC-PM                                         50%                        ;            2009    2024 

                                ;                                     824                    
औ                                                                                               

           

 The Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM) has recommended 
multi-factor criteria for a “targeted” splitting of seats during India‟s next delimitation of Lok 
Sabha constituencies. 

                                (EAC-PM)                                                

                 “    ”             ए    -                               
 A model worked out by the EAC-PM on such criteria entails Kerala‘s Lok Sabha seats, for 

instance, rising from 20 to 30, Tamil Nadu‘s increasing from 39 to 59, and Uttar Pradesh‘s 
from 80 to 120 — broadly in line with what the Union government had suggested in April, 

when it brought the delimitation-related Bills but failed to pass them in Parliament. 

                      EAC-PM                  ,             ए                     20    
     30,             39         59,                 80         120      ए    —          

                                                                                           
  ,                                        

 The use of these criteria in the EAC-PM‘s model further suggested a doubling of the number 
of LS seats in smaller States and Union Territories such as Mizoram, Puducherry, Sikkim, 
Ladakh, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Nagaland, Chandigarh, and Lakshadweep. 

EAC-PM            इ                                                    ,         ,       , 

     ,                            ,        ,        औ                         औ           

                                          ए  
 The model results in increasing the size of the Lok Sabha to 824 seats. 

                             824                                     
 As per the Council, this will see the southern States‟ (Telangana, Andhra 

Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu) aggregate share of seats in Lok Sabha 
come to 23.6% compared with the 23.7% currently. 

               , इ                (        ,         ,     ,        औ          )    
                                   23.7%             23.6%      ए    

 Meanwhile, the share of the six most populous northern States (Rajasthan, 
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Bihar, and Maharashtra) will come to 
45.2% as per the model, compared with the current 45.6%. 

    ,                                                   (       ,         ,     

    ,       ,       औ         )                     45.6%             45.2%       
 The existing proportion of seats-per-State was frozen based on the 

population figures of the 1971 Census. 

                                      1971                                    
                     

 The freeze was brought in through a Constitutional Amendment in 1976. 

          1976    ए                                              

SC invokes Article 142 to quash POCSO conviction 

POCSO                                                      142 
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The Supreme Court used its powers under Article 142 to overturn a POCSO conviction, noting 
the victim later married the man as an adult. 

                         142                                            POCSO             
              औ                                                                                 

 Article 142 enables the court to ensure “complete justice” when existing laws fall short. 

        142                        “         ”                                     ,    

                         
 As per the case records, she lodged a criminal complaint after he refused to marry her. 

                          ,                                   इ            ,         ए  

                         

GS Paper II: Governance 11 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11J6 Experts raise concerns over spike in C-section deliveries in Delhi 

           -                                                
11J6 74 new land ports proposed along International Border 

                   74                         

 
 

 
Experts raise concerns over spike in C-section deliveries in Delhi 

           -                                                

Delhi has seen a sharp rise in caesarean section (C-section) deliveries, increasing from 23.6% 
in 2019–21 to 27.4% in 2023–24, according to National Family Health Survey (NFHS) data. 

                           (NFHS)                   ,                         (  -     )         
                     ,    2019–21    23.6%         2023–24    27.4%           

 Experts and doctors attribute the trend to factors such as preference for painless childbirth 
and medical conditions like obesity and diabetes, among others. 
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       औ          इ                                                        औ         

                                   
 However, they have also expressed concern over the rising rate, noting that C-sections also 

carry medical risks. 

       ,                                     ए                -                            

                 
 Delhi‟s trend mirrors the national pattern, where the C-section rate rose from 21.5% to 27.2% 

during the same period. 

                                                     ,      इ             -         21.5%    
     27.2%        

 The data also show a wide gap between sectors: 50.9% of births in private facilities were by 
C-section, compared with 19.6% in public facilities, raising concerns about possible overuse 

in the private sector. 

                                                       :                        50.9%       -
              ए,                                          19.6%   ,                   इ    
                                           

Cause for concern 

              

 The World Health Organization (WHO) says that while caesarean sections are safe when 
medically justified, they carry short and long-term risks, including for future pregnancies, 
especially in settings with limited obstetric care. 

                  (WHO)                                                             

              ,        इ             औ                              ,                  
                ए                                ए            

 Doctors attribute the rise to a mix of medical and social factors. 

                  , इ                         औ                                   
 Dr. Tripti Raheja, Director, Obstetrics and Gynaecology, CK Birla Hospital, said delayed 

pregnancies are a key driver, with more women conceiving in their 30s and facing 
complications such as obesity, gestational diabetes, and hypertension that often require 

surgical delivery. 

                           ए                    .                                       इ    
            ,                 ए                                      औ        ,          

                                                      ,                               
         

 Dr. Manju Puri, formerly an obstetrician and gynaecologist at Lady Hardinge Medical 
College and now at SGT College, Gurugram, said patient preference is also contributing. 

                                       ए                                            ,           
       .                                           इ                             

 “More patients are requesting C-sections for painless delivery, and doctors may not always 

strongly discourage this due to concerns about complications and potential liability,” she said. 

          , “                           ए   -                        औ                     

                                                    इ                        ” 
 She added that vaginal delivery is generally safer when there is no medical indication for 

surgery. 

                                                           ,                      

(               )                      
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 “It becomes a concern when such demand spreads to areas with weaker health 
infrastructure,” she said, noting recent reports of maternal deaths linked to C-sections in parts 
of the country, including Kota, Rajasthan. 

          , “                                                                              

           ,” औ             ,                                      -                            
                             

 Doctors also flagged environmental factors. 

                                                       
 Dr. Payal Chaudhary, Obstetrician and Gynaecologist, said that while there is no direct 

causal link, poor air quality is associated with adverse pregnancy outcomes such as 
preterm birth, foetal growth restriction, and hypertensive disorders, which may increase 
the likelihood of C-sections. 

      ए                    .                            इ                                  
  ,                                          ,                                              
                                  ,      -                              

Increasing demand 

          

 Praveen K. Pathak, professor at the Delhi School of Economics, called the trend alarming, 
noting that the WHO recommends C-section rates stay around 10% due to risks to both 

mother and infant. 

           ऑ                             .         इ                          औ         

WHO      औ                 ए                   ए   -                 10%            
                 

 He added that higher rates in private hospitals could point to profit-driven practices. 

                                         -                                    
 Researchers say the key issue is whether every C-section is medically necessary, which is 

not always the case. 

                                                      -                             , 
                          

 “NFHS shows the trend, not the medical reasons behind each delivery. The rise is a signal for 

deeper investigation through audits, public-private comparisons, and studies on patient and 
provider choices,” said Apoorva Sharma, a researcher in medical and biological 

anthropology. 

        ए                                                , “NFHS                        , 
                                                          ,         -                      
औ                                                                        ” 

 Experts say the way forward lies in improving accountability and patient awareness. 

                                           औ                                         
 Ms. Sharma called for better documentation of medical indications, stronger labour support, 

pain relief access, second opinions before non-emergency C-sections, and greater 

transparency in private facilities. 

                                                ,                        ,            

                   ,    -            -                                                   
                                         

 They emphasised the focus should be on appropriate use of the procedure, not restricting 
necessary care. 
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       इ                          इ                                  ए,            

                               

74 new land ports proposed 

along International Border 

                   74         

                

India proposes to build 74 
additional land ports along the 
International Border in the 
coming years, which include 
three land ports along the China 
border and six along the 
Pakistan border, according to 
Land Ports Authority of India 
(LPAI) Chairperson Jayant Singh. 

                            

(LPAI)                            , 

                                     
   74                          
                            ,       
                                 
                                 

          

 The new land ports are 
expected to strengthen trade and seamless movement of people with the neighbouring 

countries. 

इ   ए                                                                                ए         
          

 The land ports along the China border are proposed at Namgia in Himachal Pradesh, 
Gunji in Uttarakhand, and Nathu La in Sikkim. 

                                                       ,                                     
               ए                   

 India does not have any other land port operational along the China border. 

                                                                        
 According to the External Affairs Ministry, three points are designated for conducting border 

trade between India and China — Lipulekh Pass in Uttarakhand (since 1992), Shipki La 
Pass in Himachal Pradesh (since 1995), and Nathu La Pass in Sikkim (since July 2006) 
but post-COVID pandemic in 2020, all trade is suspended. 

                      ,      औ                              ए                      ए  ए    — 

                        (1992   ),                              (1995   )                       
     (      2006   ),                                2020                            

 Trade points and land borders are different as the latter integrates immigration, customs 
and movement of large goods vehicles too. 

             औ                  -                                       ,                   
                                  ए                      
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 The land ports planned along the Pakistan border are at Teetwal, Adusa, and Chakan Da 
Bagh in Jammu and Kashmir, Attari railway station and Hussainiwala in Punjab, and 
Munabao railway station in Rajasthan. 

                                          -               ,       औ             ,          
                  औ            ,                                                ए         
          

 At present, there is just one operational land port at Attari in Punjab and trade from the two 
Facilitation Centres located at Salamabad, Uri, Baramulla district and Chakkan-da-Bagh, 
Poonch district along Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir remained suspended since 
the Pulwama attack. 

                                 ए                                  -                     
(LoC)                      ,    ,                       -  -   ,                             
                                                       

 Under Phase II, 13 land ports are proposed along the Nepal border, 12 along the 
Bangladesh border, four along Bhutan and two along the Myanmar border, the 

presentation said. 

                ,            (Phase II)                         13             ,                
   12,                                                                   

Land Port 

 A land port is a border-crossing facility established at an international land boundary to 
facilitate regulated movement of people and cargo. 

 It performs functions similar to those of a seaport or airport, but for land-based transportation. 

 Functions of a Land Port 

o Customs clearance of goods. 
o Immigration clearance of passengers. 
o Quarantine and health checks. 
o Security screening. 
o Warehousing and logistics support. 
o Banking and communication services. 

Land Ports Authority of India (LPAI) 

 The Land Ports Authority of India (LPAI) was established under the Land Ports Authority 
of India Act, 2010. 

 The Act came into force in March 2012. 

 Administrative Ministry: LPAI functions under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), 
Government of India. 

 Headquarters: Headquarters located in New Delhi. 

Objectives of LPAI 

 Infrastructure Development: Develop world-class Integrated Check Posts along India's 

international borders. 

 Trade Facilitation: Promote efficient cross-border trade and transit. 

 Passenger Convenience: Provide modern facilities for travelers. 

 Security Enhancement: Strengthen border management and surveillance. 

 Regional Connectivity: Support India's neighborhood connectivity initiatives. 
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GS Paper II: International Relations 11 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11J6 UN nuclear watchdog Board demands Iran cooperation 

                                                            
 

 

UN nuclear watchdog Board 

demands Iran cooperation 

                                   
                         

The UN atomic watchdog‘s board 
on Wednesday demanded that Iran 
fully cooperate with the agency, 
provide complete information about 
its stockpile of near weapons-grade 
nuclear material and grant its 
inspectors access to Iranian 
nuclear sites. 

                                       
                                        

                           ,       -

                                  
                                        

                                     
                   

 A resolution passed by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) board also said that giving 

information and access are “essential and urgent” in order to enable verification that there‟s 
no “diversion of nuclear material”. 

                             (IAEA)                     ए                                  

          ए    “                         ”            ,         औ                  “      

औ          ”     
 Twenty-one countries on the IAEA‘s 35-member Board of Governors voted for the 

resolution at IAEA headquarters in Vienna. 

   -                                                          ,            IAEA            
IAEA    35             ऑ               21         इ                             

 According to the IAEA, Iran maintains a stockpile of 440.9 kg of uranium enriched up to 
60% purity — a short, technical step away from weapons-grade levels of 90%. 

IAEA          ,             60%                 440.9                             ,    90% 

      -                     ए                          
 That stockpile could allow Iran to build as many as 10 nuclear bombs, should it decide to 

weaponise its program. 

IAEA                                     ए                                                 
                                                         ,                 10              
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GS Paper III: Economy 11 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11J6 The reality behind falling net FDI 

                            (Net FDI)                       
 

 
 

The reality behind falling net FDI 
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                            (Net FDI)                       
 

 India‘s net foreign direct investment (FDI) has declined drastically in recent years. 

                                             (FDI)                   
 Critics see the weak net flows as a sign of weakness, while the Chief Economic Adviser 

points to the large inflows and rising manufacturing FDI as evidence of strength. 

                                                             ,                 

                       औ                       FDI                             
 He links weak net flows to profit repatriation and outward investment by Indian companies. 

                                         (Profit Repatriation)                          
            ए                           

 However, this debate overlooks a major issue. 

       ,        ए                                   
 By focusing on overall numbers, both sides ignore the changing composition of international 

capital and the Balance of Payments (BoP) mechanisms that govern inflows and outflows. 

                                                                                        

(BoP)                                                     औ                             
 For BoP purposes, net FDI is calculated as the difference between inflows and outflows after 

adjusting for the repatriation of capital. 

                         ,      FDI                                                      

     औ                                      
 From the peak of $44.0 billion in 2020-21, net FDI fell to less than $1 billion in 2024-25. 

    2020-21    44.0                               FDI      2024-25    1                
           

 It recovered to $7.6 billion in 2025-26. 

    2025-26    इ              औ     7.6                        
 The corresponding gross inflow was $94.6 billion. 

इ               FDI      94.6               
 It is necessary to note that India‟s liberal FDI policy, introduced in 1991, initially emphasised 

technology acquisition, export promotion, and foreign exchange conservation. 

                        1991                           FDI                                  
      ,                                          

 Over time, policy increasingly prioritised attracting larger inflows, while concerns regarding 
future external payment obligations and investment quality receded. 

                                                                              ,      

                                                               ए               

Three types of FDI 

FDI             

 FDI is often viewed as a uniform, long-term commitment that brings technology and 
management skills to the host country. 

     FDI    ए       औ                                                                   
औ                      

 FDI can fall into three different investor classes, each with distinct capabilities, strategies, and 
exit timelines. 
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      FDI                      -                              ,           ए ,           औ  
                           -                   

 The first category is real FDI (RFDI), consisting of traditional multinational enterprises with the 

technology, brands, and capabilities to establish production and services. 

               FDI (RFDI)      ,                                                           

       औ      ए                                  ,      औ      ए           
 These generally represent long-term commitments. 

                                                             
 The second category comprises financial investors, including private equity funds, venture 

capital firms, sovereign wealth funds, and asset managers. 

                                 ,                        ,                ,                 औ  
                           

 Their main goal is capital growth and planned exits. 

इ                             औ                                               
 The third category includes diaspora investments and special purpose vehicles (SPVs). 

                                               (SPVs)           
 These involve capital raised abroad and funneled through offshore financial centres, 

sometimes including the round-tripping of Indian funds. 

इ                                ऑ                                              , औ     -    
इ                      -                         

 Total recorded disinvestment in CY 2025 was $52 billion, with 45 major foreign private 
equity and venture capital exits accounting for $29 billion in outflows. 

           2025                    (Disinvestment) 52             ,       45             
              औ                               29                                       

 Based on an analysis of effective inflows, FDI in India‘s manufacturing sector has declined 

across three consecutive four-year periods. 

                                      ,                         FDI               -     

                  

Not fresh capital 

              

 A major blind spot in gross FDI figures is the mixing of new capital injections with corporate 
accounting changes, such as intra-group ownership reorganisations, mergers, share swaps, 
and the conversion of earlier non-equity instruments such as external commercial 
borrowings (ECBs) and convertible debentures. 

    FDI          ए                    इ                                                         

                 ,                                  ,      (Mergers),          -     (Share 

Swaps)                        (ECBs) औ                            -इ               
         

 Approximately $40 billion of the $560 billion in equity inflows to India from 2014-15 to 2025-
26 (up to December) fall into this category. 

2014-15           2025-26             ए 560             इ                       40     

     इ                   
 Under BoP conventions, profits sent as dividends are recorded as investment income in the 

current account. 

              (BoP)                   ,                       ए                  (Current 

Account)                                        
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 They increase the current account deficit (CAD) but do not change the reported net FDI 

flows. 

                     (CAD)            ,                ए  ए      FDI                      
 Instead, the primary reason for weak net FDI is disinvestment and capital repatriation, which 

appear in the financial account. 

इ          ,            FDI                      औ                   ,               
(Financial Account)                 

 Likewise, the increase in Outward Foreign Direct Investment (OFDI) warrants closer 

examination rather than being attributed solely to corporate maturity. 

इ       ,                      (OFDI)                                  , इ                
                                            

 From 2023-24 to 2025-26, 45% of India‟s total outbound investment of $65 billion went into 
the financial, insurance, and business services (FIB) sector. 

2023-24    2025-26                    65                           45%            ,      
औ                   (FIB)             

 Singapore and the UAE accounted for 27% and 11% of the total, respectively. 

इ                                  27%     United Arab Emirates    11%     
 Disinvestment and capital repatriation (capital account) totalled $178.9 billion, primarily 

driven by financial investors through secondary and strategic sales, IPO exits, and share 
buybacks. 

                           (             )            178.9             ,                 

                                ,             , IPO                           
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 Dividend remittances (current account) amounted to $118.9 billion in profits paid out by 

MNE subsidiaries and affiliates, excluding reinvested earnings. 

            (Dividend Remittances)         ,                        ,                   
(MNEs)          ए         इ  इ      118.9                             

 
 
India bond-tax step to up foreign debt inflow, bid for global index inclusion 

       ऋ             औ                                                      -   

    

India tax breaks, policy steps spark $1 billion in foreign bond inflows, lower yields; measures 
to improve India‘s debt appeal could lower borrowing costs over time. 

                      औ                                                 1                         
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          (    )             ;         ऋ                                                   

                             

 India‟s decision to exempt foreigners from taxes on government bonds and broaden access 

to the debt market is expected to make the country more attractive to overseas investors, 
catalyse fresh inflows and strengthen its case for inclusion in global indexes. 

                                                      ऋ                                       
                                 ए               ए  ,  ए                                  
                                                           

 On Friday, policymakers unveiled a wide-ranging set of measures to draw in overseas capital 
while shoring up the currency and external balances, which have been strained by higher oil 
prices. 

              -                                               औ                               
  ए                        ,                                      

 They scrapped withholding and capital gains taxes on foreign investments in government 

bonds, broadened the pool of securities that are available without investment limits and 
introduced incentives to encourage banks to raise foreign currency deposits from non-
resident Indians (NRIs) and for companies to tap overseas borrowings. 

                                                       औ                              ,       

                                                                                 (NRIs)    
                       औ                                   ए                ए  

 Yields on government bonds have fallen 10 to 30 basis points across the curve, with shorter 
maturities seeing the biggest declines. 

                                              10    30                                , 
                                                               

 The removal of taxes makes Indian government bonds more attractive on a relative basis, 
Taylor said, adding that the measures should boost foreign participation across the yield 
curve and lower borrowing costs over time. 

                                                                                ए    औ  
इ                                                                  

More consequential 

                   

 Some investors said the reforms could prove more consequential over the longer term by 
paving the way for India‟s inclusion in broader global debt benchmarks, which would bring 
more durable and predictable inflows. 

                                                                                              
             ऋ                      ए                        ,                  औ  
                     ए    

 Niel Clement, portfolio manager for emerging market fixed income at BNP Paribas Asset 
Management, which manages more than €1.6 trillion ($1.85 trillion) of assets, said the 

steps would broaden opportunities for overseas investors, redirect flows to the onshore 
market and provide a constructive boost to India‟s bid for inclusion in the Bloomberg Global 
Aggregate Index. 

BNP                                                                                        
                                                 ,                                        औ  
                                               ए                                          
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 In the weeks before tax cuts were rolled out, India‟s finance minister met with officials at the 
central bank to push for entry into the Bloomberg index, a government official said. 

ए                          ,                                                            
                                                                                

  “India is an important part of EM local index so we are always reviewing it as an 
investment option,” said Shamaila Khan, head of fixed income emerging markets and Asia-
Pacific at UBS Asset Management. 

                                     औ  ए    -                                          
   , “                                                        , इ   ए    इ                  
                                ” 

 “The bigger issue for offshore investors is still the currency,” said Rong Ren Goh, head of 
macro and thematics for Asian fixed income at Eastspring Investments, which manages 
about $250 billion, adding that investors are likely to wait for clearer signs of rupee stability 

before raising allocations. 

     250                                                                  ए             

           औ                                 , “                    ए                       
          ,” औ                                                                               
         

 The recent pace of rupee depreciation has dented the carry appeal of Indian debt, while 
higher energy prices have added to the pressure, he said. 

                                                             ऋ                       

       ,                                औ            
 Economists at Citi sharply revised India‟s balance of payments forecast for the current fiscal 

year, a shift they say should underpin the rupee. 

                                          ए                       (Balance of Payments)    
                                ,                                          

 
 

Why SpaceX IPO may spell bad news for crypto 
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SpaceX‘s much-anticipated $75 billion initial public offering (IPO), set to be the largest ever, 
will likely keep cryptocurrency prices in the doldrums as retail investors attracted to new and 
risky artificial intelligence (AI) stocks scramble to get a slice of the action. 

                     75                                    (IPO),                            

              ,                                                         औ                           
(AI)                                                                             

 Celebrity billionaire Elon Musk‘s rocket and satellite communications company — which 
merged with his AI startup xAI earlier this year — is expected to fetch a valuation of around 
$1.75 trillion, sparking a Wall Street and media frenzy. 

                              ए                   ,       इ                       ए   

        xAI                    ,                  1.75                                  

  ,                औ                                        
 That has helped drive rotation out of risk assets like cryptocurrencies, as retail and other 

investors free up cash to buy shares in SpaceX — as well as hotly anticipated IPOs from 
OpenAI and Anthropic that are expected to follow this year, said analysts and crypto 

executives. 

         औ                                  , इ                                        
                                     इ                     औ                      
           ए                   

 SpaceX‟s IPO prospectus shows that the company overall is unprofitable, and its lofty 
valuation assumes years of rapid growth driven by its plan to become an AI powerhouse, in 
addition to other futuristic ambitions such as Mars missions and launching AI data centres 
in space. 

    ए                                                              औ                    

इ                                    ए                   ,                     औ  
                                                                               

 That makes it the type of risky and speculative AI bet that appeals to the same cohort of retail 
investors that drive sentiment in crypto markets, crypto executives said. 

                                , इ        ए   ए                औ          ए         

                ,                                                                            
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No ‗obesity gene‘: 
your genetic makeup 

is not a fixed destiny 

 ‗          ‘          : 
                     
                         

 Huntington‘s 
disease, a fatal inherited 
disease where brain cells 
progressively decay, was 
caused by a gene mutation 
on chromosome 4. 

            , ए       

            ,              

                            
  ,          4         ए      

                           
 This was the first 

time a single gene had been 
implicated in a disease. 

                       ए   

                           

             
 Since then, scientists 

have discovered about 5,000 
genes whose mutations can 
increase our susceptibility to 
afflictions ranging from 
obesity to schizophrenia, and 
bipolar disorder. 

     ,              5,000 

                      ,       
                            
         ,            औ  
                                

             

Genes, mutations, disease 

   ,          ,     

 Genes are segments 
of DNA that provide the body 
a blueprint for building 
proteins, which eventually 
help define traits like eye 
colour or blood type. 

   ,                                                                       , औ                  
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 When cells in our body divide, specialised proteins make copies of the DNA. 

                                         ,                          ए ए                     
 This process, while largely accurate, can introduce errors in the duplicated DNA. 

                               ,          -                                                
 These changes are called mutations and the corresponding gene is said to have an allele — 

a variant. 

इ                                    औ                 ए              ए                 

              
 Only a small fraction of an organism‟s genome — which is the entire length of its DNA — has 

genes that its body uses to build proteins. 

                 ,                                           ,         ए                       
                                                 ए          

 For human beings, this coding region comprises about 2% of the genome. 

                                      2%          
 The rest of the DNA is non-coding, i.e. not involved in producing proteins, but regulates gene 

expression. 

             -              ,                                       ,                       
                 

 If a mutation in the coding region impairs the protein product, it may lead to a disease. 

                                                                         ,                   
                 

 For example, in Huntington‟s disease, a small section of the HTT gene is repeated more 
times than in an average individual. 

            ए,                 HTT        ए                                             
                 

 This produces a longer version of the protein, whose toxic fragments accumulate in brain cells 
and eventually kill them. 

इ                        ए                 ,                                              
                           

 As brain cells continue to die, people begin showing symptoms of the disease. 

    -                                     ,         इ                                 
 Sometimes, mutations in non-coding regions of the DNA can also change an 

individual‘s risk of a disease. 

   -                -                                                       -             

         
 For example, four independent studies in 2007 found that mutations in a particular non-coding 

region of the DNA were associated with a higher risk of coronary artery disease and type 2 
diabetes. 

            ए,     2007      ए  ए                                          ए           -

                                                            2                 ए                   
 For example, because schizophrenia is treated with drugs that regulate the amount of 

dopamine in the human brain, scientists assumed until 2007 that mutations in genes related 
to dopamine regulation were linked to schizophrenia. 

            ए,                                                                      
                                   , इ   ए     2007                                    

                                                         ए     
 By using statistical techniques, scientists can then pinpoint the gene. 

इ                                                                                
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 This method works well when diseases are caused by mutations in one or a few genes, 
National Institute for Mental Health and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS) genetics researcher 

Jayant Mahadevan said. 

                                             (NIMHANS)                           

                 ,                                         ए                              
              

 Such diseases, like Huntington‘s, are called monogenic when their risk is determined by 
mutations in one gene and oligogenic when it‘s determined by mutations in a few 
genes. 

                                                              ए                            
                , औ                                                                   
                  

 However, most monogenic diseases are rare: they occur in less than 1% of the population, 
Dr. Mahadevan added. 

       ,                                    ;               1%                    ए        ,   . 
                  

 Most common diseases, including diabetes, obesity, coronary artery disease, and 
schizophrenia, are polygenic: they are determined by mutations in several genes. 

                  ,             ,       ,                  औ                     , 
                 ;                                                  

 For example, mutations in more than a 100 genes have been implicated in typical obesity. 

            ए,                  100                                                
 For type 2 diabetes, the most common form of the disease, recent studies place the number 

at approximately 250 genes. 

     2       ,    इ                          ,      ए                                250 

                 
 By comparing entire DNA sequences of a large number of individuals who carry a disease 

with that of individuals who don‟t, scientists can identify hundreds of variations associated 
with the disease through the entire length of an individual‟s DNA. 

                                                                                     ए ए    
                         ,                                                                
         

 The other part is epigenetics: a that refers to how physical, behavioural, and social factors 

affect the gene expression and, eventually, an individual‟s risk of a disease. 

                        ,                          ,                                    
                               औ                         -                           

 “Think of the genome as a piano, where each key represents a gene,” said epigenetics 
researcher Ullas Kolthur-Seetharam, director of the Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and 

Diagnostics, Hyderabad, and a professor at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, 
Mumbai. 

“         ए                      ए,                  ए                          ,” 
                                -              ,                                              

                                                        ऑ                               
 “If a key is faulty, it can produce discordant notes — reflecting a potential disease risk. 

“                        ,                                  —               -                
    

 However, the system has flexibility: by adjusting how other keys are played, you can often 
compensate and still produce harmonious music.” 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
6 

      इ                        ;                                      , इ                 
        इ                     औ                                     ” 

 “In the case of certain inherited diseases caused by critical mutations, some keys may be so 
impaired that no amount of adjustment can fully restore the intended melody,” he added. 

              , “                    ,                                    ,              इ         

                                                                              ” 
 “In those situations, the limitation lies in the instrument itself. 

“                                                
 Indeed, behavioural and lifestyle interventions can actually reduce the risk of diseases. 

        ,          औ                                                         
 There is mounting evidence that in individuals with FTO variants that increase their risk of 

obesity, high-intensity exercise can reduce the gene‟s expression, potentially attenuating their 
risk of developing obesity. 

इ                                        FTO                   औ                             
        ,         -                                                                 
                                     

 Genetic counsellors are specialists who help people assess their risk of developing genetic 
disorders, and help manage them. 
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Indian reservoirs can host 102 GW floating solar 

                 102                                               

India‘s reservoirs can host about 102 gigawatt (GW) of floating solar capacity, as per the first 
comprehensive national assessment of the technology‘s potential by the National Institute of 
Solar Energy (NISE), an autonomous institute of the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy. 

                                                                     (NISE)                       
                                       ,                        102         (GW)            

                               

 The report titled ―Solar PV Potential of India (Floating Solar)‖ frames panels on water as a 
way around one of the most intractable obstacles in the solar sector — land. 

―                   ऑ         (            )‖                                           
                                             ए                                               

 The assessment, however, has no calculation of what it would cost to realise this potential. 

       , इ          इ                                                                   
 Agri-photovoltaics refer to farm beds that are sheltered by structures on which solar panels 

are mounted. 

   -                                           ,                 ए                       

         ए          

Acquiring land 
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 Land acquisition, which is costly, slow and prone to conflict with agriculture and habitation, 
continues to be a chokepoint as India pursues 500 GW non-fossil capacity by 2030. 

           ,         ,               ए                                              ,         
2030    500            -                              ए                        

 Floating solar is „land neutral‟, the report underlines. 

       इ                                    „    -     (Land Neutral)‟     
 China leads with installations such as a 120 MW plant on fish farm in Poyang Lake. 

    इ                ,                                        120                          
    इ  इ                

 Singapore‘s 1 MW Tengeh reservoir test bed supplied much of the field‟s performance 

data. 

            1                                  इ                                            
         ए     

 The Netherlands accounts for about three-fourths of Europe‘s capacity built largely on 

quarry lakes. 

                                                 -                   ,                   

                                            

Hetero Labs, Hungary‘s Gedeon Richter to tie up 

for Semaglutide 

            औ                                        
                   

Budapest-headquartered Gedeon Richter and Hyderabad-
based Hetero Labs announced on Wednesday signing of a 
global collaboration agreement for the joint development, 
registration and commercialisation of Semaglutide 
injection. 

                                    औ                            

                                                ,         औ  

                                                         
             

 Semaglutide is the active ingredient in Novo 
Nordisk‘s blockbuster diabetes and weight loss drugs 
Wegovy and Ozempic. 

           ,                              ए                  
             औ                          

 Hetero has already made significant development 

investments, including technology setup and registration batch 
manufacturing. 

                                                            

                                        
 Regulatory filings are underway, with the EU and US 
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submissions planned for 2027. 

                                           (EU) औ                      (US)          2027    
  ए             
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Foreseeable accidents 

                     

 The working area must be mechanically ventilated and have rescue 
personnel on standby while the workers must have breathing apparatuses, 
harnesses and retrieval lines, and clear lines of communication. 

                                    ए                                   ए, 

                            ,      ,              औ                    
         ए  

 Septic tank deaths and deaths due to manual scavenging are in fact 
rarely accidents in the sense of unforeseeable events, but failures of basic 
safety management, and the recurrence of such incidents speaks to the 
persistence of that failure. 

                                                                           ए     

औ                                             ,                             

इ                                    
 Likewise, while steelmaking is intrinsically more dangerous because it 

combines extreme temperatures, pressurised gases, heavy equipment, and 
enormous stores of heat energy, industry still knows the hazards it poses, and 
further that even relatively small process failures can result in multiple 
casualties. 

इ       ,                                                        इ    
             ,             ,            औ                               , 
             इ                                                              

           ए                                            
 In Visakhapatnam, trade unions and former employees have alleged 

that the plant had reduced staffing, heavier workloads, ageing equipment, 
deferred maintenance, and an increasing dependence on contractual labour. 

                          औ                                              
                           ,                  ,                  ए,        

                                          
 Some also linked these trends to the difficulties the plant faced 

following the Centre‟s divestment plans and the resulting constraints on 
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investments. 

            इ                                                                          इ   
                                    

 Occupational safety research has consistently found that contracted workers face higher risks 
because they may receive less training and operate within systems with fragmented 
accountability. 

                                                                                      
                                औ                                                       

         

 The incidents have also occurred during the gradual and uneven implementation of India‟s 
new occupational safety framework — and highlight the invisible fact that the country‟s 
industries remain anchored by old problems of manpower shortage, caste- and class-based 
exposure to hazardous labour, and a „cost over safety‟ mindset in financially stressed units. 

       ए                                           औ                                      इ  

                                                             ,                     

         ,                        इ  इ      ‗                  ‘                    
                         ए     
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Major lacunae in reporting industrial accidents 

 औ                                            

 The problem begins with the very collection of safety data, as the gaps in the annual 
Standard Reference Notes (SRNs) of the Directorate General Factory Advice Service 
and Labour Institutes (DGFASLI) reveal. 

                                                        ,                               
                                 (DGFASLI)                              (SRNs)          

                       
 DGFASLI helps implement the Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions 

(OSH) Code, 2020. 

DGFASLI,                ,                             (OSH)       , 2020                 
                

 The OSH, for which the rules were notified only last month, renamed the DGFASLI as 
the Directorate General of Occupational Safety and Health. 

OSH       ,                                        ए  ए,    DGFASLI              
                                                   

 Each SRN records industrial accidents in two sections: one from data compiled by the Labour 
Bureau and the other from DGFASLI‟s own correspondence with Chief Inspectors of 
Factories. 

      SRN औ                                                :                            

                        औ        DGFASLI                                   ए            
 The two never match, pointing to lapses in reporting (Chart 3). 

                               ,                                                (     3)  
 The reports also show DGFASLI struggling with heavy vacancies (Chart 4). 

                          DGFASLI                                      (     4)  


